The wonder of wonders, or, the ſtrange Birth in 
Hampſhire. 


Being an exact, true, and per fect relation of one A. B. living in a Country pariſh neer the 
Town of Rumſey in Hampſhire: relating how the ſaid perſon was ſtrangely brought 
to bed the 18th. of November laſt; with a live Toad, a terrible Serpent, and a dead: 
Child, having ſome part of its head and face, and other parts devoured by the ſerpent 


in the Mothers Womb , where at this ſtrange birth the Midwife and other Women 

ſounded at the delivery of the ſaid Monſters ; but ſome of the other Women being 

more bolder in ſpirit took the Toad and Serpent and burned them, and buried the 
child in a decent manner: the ſaid Midwife and other women have teſtified for the 
truth of this relation, Tune of, My bleeding heart, By T. L. 


. Tteny good Chziſtians young 4 old, Stange wonders God to us doth ſend; 

4 Pbſerve what hear J ſhall unfold, Foz to make us our lives amend, 
A ſtrange example ile rehearſe, But ſome lo unbelieving be, 
The like was never put in verſe. They'l not believe unleſs they ſee. 
Lis ſuth a wonder ſtrange indeed, All in the Weſt of England fair, 
Would make a ſtony heart to bleed. Pear unto Rumſey in Hampſhire, 
When as J have the ſame declared, At Shervel Pariſh tall'd by name, 
Pou'l lap the like was never heard. From thence.this-true relatſon cane. 
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The ſecond Part, 


[ this ſame place which J you tell, 
An honeſt mar and his wife did dwell, 

They lov*d each other very dear, 

As by relation doth appear. 

This Woman the with child did p20ve, 

By her husband whom ſhe did love, 

Ye on her had aſpecſal care, 

All things in ozder to pꝛepare. 

Yer time being come ſhe call*d in haſt, 

In travel he then fell af laſt, 


The neighbozing women came with ſpeev, Without delay they did tontrive, 


Foz to help her in time of need. 

The Pidwite ſhe came with good will, 
To uſe her chiefeſt art and gkill, 

Some p2eſent help koz to pꝛoture, 

To her that tozment did endure. 


Puch milery did undergo, 
An bzinging fo2th of ſuch a birth, 

* Which al moſt bzought her unto death. 
The firſt monſter which came to ſight, 
Was a live toad,which did them fright, 
It fpzaulcd and treeped all about, 
Which put the women all in doubt. 

It had four legs as it is told, 

A loathlome creature to behold, 

In ugly ſhape it did appear, 

The like no woman e*re did bare. 

The next that came unto their view, 

Ag fo2 certain it is juſt and true, 

It was a Serpent and a dead child, 
WMhole like the Serpent did beguile. 
Foz why ſome of it's face and head, 

By this monſter was devoured, 
And it's body injured full loge, 
The like was never ſeen beloze. 
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The 6hild-bed woman with pain and woe, The pooꝛ weak woman and Pidwile too, 
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To the ſame Tune. 


The Derpent had ears like a Pig, * 
Which was conſiderable big, | 
It had a long great tail likewiſe, 

With a pair of wings, and eke two eyes. 
This Ponſter joyn'd to the childs ſide, 
Which they endeavour*d to devide, 

But befoze they could bꝛing it to paſs, 
The Pidwile ſunk down in the plate. 
But other Momen in the room, 

Who having ſtouter hearts then ſome, 


* 


To burn theſe 2 Ponſters alive. 

Into the fire they did them thow, 
whereas they burnt them with much ado. 
And there they were conſumed quite, 

Ts duſt and aſhes in their ſight. 


Foz to recover had much a do, 

The thoughts ot this ſame terrible thing. 
Much grief and ſickneſs did them bꝛing. 
Thus have you heard me bziefly tell. 
This judgement which of late befell, 
Unto this woman in Hampſhire, 

The like befo2e did near appear. 

Then let us ſerve the Lozd on high, 
And pꝛaiſe his name continually, 

Let us keep ſtill the right path⸗ way, 
Then we his bleſſings ſhall enjoy. 


FINIS. 
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